Appendix A: Private’s Kit

Infantry

1. Sack coat, more properly known in the period as a “fatigue blouse” (dark blue wool, not “navy” or near black, visible weave, not blanket weight, breast pocket, 4 medium sized eagle buttons)

2. Trousers (proper sky blue kersey wool with non-elastic suspenders)

3. Shirt (proper 1860’s civilian cut or government issue shirt, avoid shirts with wooden buttons, avoid printed fabrics, for civilian shirts woven checks or stripes are appropriate)

4. Brogans or bootees

5. Waist belt, black with “US” belt plate

6. Cartridge box, black with tins and “US” box plate

7. Cartridge box sling, black with proper Eagle breast plate (there is some discussion over whether or not wearing of the breast plate was a common practice. Photographs of soldiers in the Vermont Brigade show many wearing the breastplate and we do the same.)

8. Forage cap (although regulations called for a brass infantry bugle, regimental number and company letter most common historical practice was to wear the cap without any brass or with only a company letter or regimental number. For larger events where we might fall in with other units it may be preferable to have no brass at all in order to convey the impression of a generic union soldier. Do not confuse the forage cap with a “kepi” which was a private purchase item. It generally had a lower cut and the top was set into the body - the top edge of the cap is higher than the top itself. A forage cap had a flat disk of fabric reinforced by a stiffened lining material with a thin corded welt of fabric between the top and the body to the cap. The leather brim and strap should be shiny lacquered or painted leather - not just dyed black.)

9. Cap pouch, black with wool fleece insert

10. Haversack, black tarred - in the field soldiers tended to shorten the length of the strap to the haversack so it rode closer to the hollow of the waist rather than low on the hip.

11. Canteen, smooth side or “bullseye”, light or dark blue cover historically brown and gray covers of satinette or jean were actually much more common than the blue kersey covers many reenactors use. As with the haversack, - in the field soldiers tended to shorten the length of the strap to the haversack so it rode closer to the hollow of the waist rather than low on the hip.
12. Bayonet and scabbard. (scabbard must have a closed brass tip)

13. Musket, appropriate model of three band Springfield or Enfield. (When the 2nd Vermont was first issued arms in June 1861 most of the regiment was issued Model 1842 smoothbore muskets although Company A - our company - was issued the Model 1855 Springfield. In August the smoothbores began to be replaced by Enfield rifled muskets. On February 7, 1862 the 2nd Vermont exchanged their Enfields for Springfield rifled muskets.) 

Members are advised not to acquire additional uniform items such as overcoat, vest, frockcoat, etc. until they have a complete and acceptable basic kit.

A NOTE ON CORPS BADGES: The corps badge authorized for the 2nd Vermont was a plain white cross indicating VI corps, 2nd division. Corps badges were authorized for wear on the top of the cap, or on the left side of the cap, or on the left breast after May 21 1863. That means they should not be worn if the stated scenario at an event is earlier than that time. Most authentic Federal reenactor units make it a point not to wear a corps badge as part of their regular kit to keep a “generic” look. Ideally you should only wear a corps badge when it is appropriate to the event.

Calvary

1. Shell jacket with yellow piping or sack coat/fatigue blouse (see infantry description above)

2. Trousers (Mounted style recommended) (proper sky blue wool with non-elastic suspenders)

3. Shirt (proper 1860’s cut)

4. Cavalry boots or Brogans 

5. Saber belt, black with “eagle” belt plate, with pistol holster

6. Cavalry Saber

7. Forage cap

8. Haversack, black

9. Canteen, smooth side or “bullseye”, light or dark blue cover historically brown and gray covers of satinette or jean were actually much more common than the blue kersey covers many reenactors use

BECAUSE OF EXPENSE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY BE ACQUIRED LATER AS NEEDED:

10. Period correct pistol 

11. Approved Horse Equipment: McClellan Saddle, black leather halter, lead, link, surcingle, bridle, reins, blanket 

12. Carbine 
Medical

Work in conjunction with the field officers to do an accepted period impression
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